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State Board Moves On Groundwater Regulation  
'ÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁÔÅÒ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÏÎÅ ÓÔÅÐ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ω 

×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ 7ÁÔÅÒ "ÏÁÒÄ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ Á Ô×Ï-ÙÅÁÒ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ 

)ÒÒÉÇÁÔÅÄ ,ÁÎÄÓ 2ÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÃÏÍÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÒÉÃÅȡ ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ 

ÇÉÖÅÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÎÅ× ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 

ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁÔÅÒ ÄÉÓÃÈÁÒÇÅÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁȤ

ÔÅÒ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÌÌ ÉÒÒÉÇÁÔÅÄ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÁÌÌ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÐÕÒÖÉÅ× 

 

4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÅ× ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÉÅÒ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÒÆÁÃÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 

ÇÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÉÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ Á ÇÉÖÅÎ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ 

ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȟ ÁÓ ÌÏ× ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ɉ4ÉÅÒ ρɊȟ ÕÎËÎÏ×Î ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ɉ4ÉÅÒ ςɊȟ ÏÒ ÈÉÇÈ ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ɉ4ÉÅÒ σɊȢ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ×ÁÔÅÒ 

ÂÁÓÉÎÓ ÏÒ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ 4ÉÅÒ σ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ 7ÁÓÔÅ $ÉÓÃÈÁÒÇÅ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ  

 

4ÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÉÒÒÉÇÁÔÅÄ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ Á ÆÁÒÍ-

ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȟ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÆÆÅÃÔȤ

ÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÐÒÏÐÒÉÅÔÁÒÙȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÓÐÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÐÅÎ ÁÎÄ 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÒÅÖÉÅ×Ȣ 4ÉÅÒ σ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÉÔÒÁÔÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉПÉÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ 

×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅ Á  ÆÁÒÍ-ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ ÎÕÔÒÉÅÎÔ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÎ ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÃÅÒÔÉПÉÅÄ ÃÒÏÐ ÃÏÎȤ

ÓÕÌÔÁÎÔȾÁÄÖÉÓÏÒȢ  

 

4ÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ 3ÁÎ *ÏÁÑÕÉÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ 7ÁÔÅÒ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ $%)$ ÉÓ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕȤ

ÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÇÒÏ×ÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÐÒÏȤ

ÐÏÓÁÌȢ &ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ $%)$ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒ $ÁÌÅ "ÒÏÇÁÎȢ 

PROVIDING 

INFORMATION 

ON ISSUES OF 

INTEREST TO 

DEID WATER 

USERS 

DEID Pipeline 

Need to know 
more about 
groundwater 
regulation? 

 

Visit the Regional WQ 

Control Boardôs website: 

www.waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Or the SSJVWQ Coali-

tionôs website: 

www.ssjwqc.org 

Our Mission: 

The Mission of the Delano-

Earlimart Irrigation District is 

to protect, enhance, and 

manage the Districtôs water 

and energy resources and 

related assets to benefit its 

growers, the community, 

and the region it serves 

through outstanding custom-

er service, commitment to 

quality, and leadership in the 

water resources industry.  

 

Board of  
Directors:  
 

Harold Nelson  

President 

Director Division 3 

 

Peter Hronis 

Vice-President 

Director Division 5 

 

Kelley Hampton 

Director Division 1 

 

Nick Canata 

Director Division 2 

 

Anton Caratan 

Director Division 4 

 

Dale Brogan 

General Manager 

2011ñUnique Water Year Shaping Up 
A number of factors emerged during 

the 2011 water year to make it unique. 

Among those factors were the plentiful 

precipitation and snow fall that made 

the water year one of the top five in 

history and a cool spring that stretched 

into the beginning of summer, all re-

sulting in an extraordinary snowpack 

that is lingering much longer than nor-

mal. 

Take a look at the graph on the next 

page  that illustrates this point. It was 

developed for the northern California 

region but can be considered applica-

ble to our own San Joaquin River (SJR) 

watershed where the DEID water sup-

ply comes from. You can see there is a 

vast difference between the accumula-

tion of snow  between the two years, 

2006 (also a very big water year) and 

current conditions. Bottom line is that 

we have had a very large runoff thus 

far and we have a bunch more to go. 

Other numbers that drive home  just 

what kind of abundant water year we 

are experiencing: 

¶ SJR natural runoff for June was 

827,992 acre-feet;  thatõs 160% of 

the total storage available in Miller-

ton Lake. 

¶ Anticipated SJR runoff total for 

July is 374,000 acre-feet. 

¶ The peak inflow for the SJR oc-

curred on June 16th, when 19,572 

acre-feet flowed into Millerton 

Lake in 24 hours. That is approxi-

mately the same amount of water 

that DEID growers used during 

the entire month of May. 

¶ Flood releases downstream of Mil-

lerton Lake into the SJR have to-

taled 1,125,000 acre-feet since 

March 1. 

¶ Projected inflow into Millerton for 

the water year is expected to be 

between 3.1 and 3.3 million acre-

feet. That is approximately 1 mil-

lion acre-feet greater than the full 

Class 1 and Class 2 contract entitle-

ments for Friant districts. 

   

 

this issue 

What a Water Year P.1 

Big Snowpack Likely to Last  P.2 

New Construction Begins P.3 

Groundwater Quality Rules P.4 

ISSUE 

SUMMER 
 

2011 

140 

DEID Pipeline  Issue 140   Summer 2011 

Page 4 



Plenty of snow re-
mains in the higher 
elevations. 

The 2011 water year is a big one 

with impressive amounts of pre-

cipitation and accumulated snow. 

2010 Groundwater 
Report Issued 

 

As part of the Districtõs 

adopted Groundwater 

Management Plan, the 

District issues an annu-

al groundwater report. 

That report is now 

available for  the 2010 

calendar year. 

 

Highlights from the 

report include: 

ß Spring water levels 

for depth to water 

were measured at 

300 feet on the 

eastern side of the 

District and 90 feet 

on the west side. 

ß In the Fall, follow-

ing delivery of an 

excellent surface 

water supply, depth 

to water remained 

unchanged in the 

east side and the 

west side experi-

enced a slight drop 

to 90 feet. 

ß Between 2009 and 

2010 the average 

groundwater level 

in DEID has risen 

about six feet. 

ß The change in 

groundwater depth 

represents an in-

crease in groundwa-

ter storage of ap-

proximately 25,000 

acre-feet. 

 

New Recharge Basins Under Construction 

SHORT 
COURSES 
THROUGH CAL-
POLY-SLO 
The following classes are 

available for persons 

interested in irrigation 

courses through the Cal-

Poly Irrigation Training 

and Research Center: 

 

DESIGNER / MANAG-

ER SCHOOL OF IRRI-

GATION 

ß Basic Soil, Plant & 

Water Relationships ð 

August 2, 2011 

ß Irrigation Scheduling, 

Salinity & Drainage ð 

August 3-4, 2011 

ß Basic Pipeline Hydrau-

lics I ð  

 August 8, 2011 

ß Basic Pipeline Hydrau-

lics II ð  

 August 9, 2011 

ß Pumps I ð  

 August 10, 2011 

ß Pumps II ð  

 August 11-12, 2011 

ß Chemigation ð  

 August 11, 2011 

ß Row Crop Drip Irriga-

tion ð  

 August 15, 2011 

ß Drip/Micro Irrigation 

Design ð  

 August 16-18, 2011 

 To register for any ITRC 

classes, please visit http://

www.itrc.org/classes.htm 

or call Coral Norris at 

(805) 756-2434. 

at 575,800 acre-feet as of 

July 6th (94% of the total 

capacity).  

 

By comparison, during the 

drought year of 1977, the-

se upper reservoirs held a 

mere 284,000 acre-feet at 

the end of June. 

Construction is underway 

on the latest development 

a t  the Turn ipseed 

Groundwater Banking 

Project: 80ð acres of new 

groundwater recharge ba-

sins. 

The construction just be-

ginning is on the 80 acre 

parcel, located immediate-

ly south of and adjacent to 

the existing Turnipseed 

Basin. The property was 

an old Thompson grape 

vineyard when it was pur-

chases in 2009 and was 

cleared in 2010. It is now 

being developed into four 

individual cells, each cell 

interconnected in series, 

allowing water flows be-

tween adjacent cells. Re-

charge water will be intro-

duced into the new acre-

age either from the Dis-

trictõs existing diversion 

structure in White River 

or through new delivery 

points that have been in-

stalled from the Districtõs 

distribution system. 

The project is being con-

structed by Wood Broth-

ers Construction from 

Lemoore. Wood Brothers 

was the low bidder on the 

project and has 45 days to 

complete all work. Addi-

tional components of the 

new basin are being con-

structed with District 

manpower. 

Target date for the project 

to be available for use is 

the end of August. Water 

supplies are expected to 

be available for immediate 

delivery to the new 

project. 

New Basin Construction Tidbits 

Old irrigation lines 

being removed: 

 Approximately 1 mile. 

 

Cubic yards being 

used in the construc-

tion of the new lev-

ees:  

66,700 cubic yards. 

 

New corrugated metal pipe 

to be installed as intercon-

nections between cells: 

240 feet. 

 

Estimated construction cost: 

$400,000, of which $322,200 is 

being provided through grants 

from the U.S. Bureau of Recla-

mation.  

droelectric operations. 

Storage in each of those 

reservoirs are managed 

primarily for maximum 

electrical generation dur-

ing peak energy needs dur-

ing the summer months 

 

These upper reservoirs are 

now nearly full, standing 

Water storage above Mil-

lerton lake amounts to 

611,400 acre-feet, held in 

eight reservoirs owned 

and operated by either 

Southern California Edi-

son Company or Pacific 

Gas and Electric Compa-

ny. All are part of each 

respective companyõs hy-
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